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No Tasmac privatisation, bars
will have better ambience: Min

‘immediate
Prohibition
Not On Cards’

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Eversincethe TVK
govt assumed office, the de-
partment of prohibition and
excise has been all the buzz.
Closure of 717 Tasmac shop:
MRP violation, lack of vari
ty at retail shops, talks of pri-
vatisation, and recreation
clubs made headlines.

Yet, the man helming the
department, minister K Vig-
nesh, is treadinga clear path,
guided by the party’s vision
of prohibition and chief mi-
nister C Joseph Vijay’s words
— “thappu seyya mattom and
thappu senjavangala vida-
mattom” (we will not do
wrong, and we will not spare
those who did). The minister
shares what it takes to mana-
ge a portfolio that sits at the
intersection of politics, pub-
lic welfare and one of the sta-
te’s biggest revenue earners.

Privatisation and prohibi-
tion

“Privatisation of Tasmac
isdefinitely not happening in
the near future,” said Vi;
nesh. Asfor total prohibition,
he said, state govt has to first
create an environment for it.
Noting that he hails from a
humble background and that
he has seen the worst effects

“ The long-term plan is total
prohibition. The govt has to first
create an environment for it. |
hail from a humble background
and I've seen the worst effects
of alcohol

K VIGNESH | Excise minister

of alcohol, Vignesh said his
‘macro view was total prohibi-
tion. “Butasaminister, Ineed
to see the big picture. What
might emerge as the alterna-
tive if we enforce a total ban?
‘We should not end up crea-
ting a much bigger problem.
Prohibition will be a long-
term plan.”

Cleansing the system

The minister says his fo-
cus now is cleansing the sy-
stem and streamlining the
operations. “Our chief mini-
ster has been very clear from
Day 1 that we need not focus
on augmenting revenue thro-
ugh liquor. The state’s reve-
nue from liquor will go up au-
tomatically if operations are
streamlined and leakages
plugged. That is why we intro-
duced the privilege fee on dis-
tilleries and breweries. This
money was previously going
tothe parties in power. I infor-
med the chief minister about
how the system worked so far,
and he instructed us to explo-
re ways todivert the money to
the govt. The privilege fee
will fetch the govt an additio-
nalz800 crore,” hesaid.

Other measures include
revising FL2 (recreational
clubs) and FL3 (hotels), and
ensuring equal procurement
from all distilleries and bre-
weries. Those who exploited
this department earlier will
pay the price, he said, refer-
ringto Wednesday’s DVACra-
ids on former DMK minister
'V Senthilbalaji.

Tasmac-attached bars

Vignesh said his immedi-
ate focus is to revamp Tas-
mac-attached bars. “The bars
need not be shabby, and those
who visit them deserve better
ambience. The rules are in
place, but enforcement is po-
or as every bar is under the
control of some politicians.
‘We have introduced the con-
cept of standalone bars to
break this cartel. There are
genuine people in the busi-
ness, and we want to welcome
more participants. Also, we
are considering safety mea-
sures for the bar kitchensand
FSSAI standards for the fo-
od,”hesaid.

MRP violation and empty
bottle collection

MRP violation has been a
chronic malpractice plagu-

ing outlets. “We have been ta-
king stringent action on this
issueandmoredeterrentsare
in the pipeline. As for empty
bottle collection, various en-
vironment-friendly models
are being developed. Tasmac
will engage third parties to
collect them without distur-
bing the existing workforce.
This will generate more reve-
nue for Tasmac,” hesaid.

Don’t fall prey to those
dropping names

Vignesh also cautioned of-
ficials against people who
drop his name for benefits.
“There are complaints that
some people misused my na-
me to promise FL2/FL3 licen-
ces. If Ilearn that any licence
was secured illegally, it will
be cancelled and action will
beinitiated against thosecon-
cerned, including those who
misused my name. This is a
warning to my so-called rela-
tives and friends and those
approaching them,” hesaid.

Leavingamark

“There is no hidden agen-
daeither for me personally or
this govt under our CM’s lea-
dership. We only want to do
what would benefit the pub-
lic. A lot of thought goes into
every new initiative. I have
been entrusted with a job,
andIwanttoleaveamark. Pe-
ople should remember that a
ministernamed Vignesh bro-
ught about these changes.
This is how I want to repay
the trust shown in me by my
leadership and the voters,”
headded.

7injured as
LPG cylinder
explodes near
Thanjavur

Times News NETWORK

Thanjavur: Seven people
suffered severe burn injuries
afteran LPG cylinder explod-
ed inafirenear Thiruvonam
in Thanjavur district in the
early hours of Thursday. The
incidenttook placeatthe par-
tially thatched house belong-
ing to C Murugaiyan in Chin-
na Ammankudi village
around 2.30am.

Reports said heat from an
electrical bulb appears to
havestarted thefire whilethe
family wasasleep. The family
woke up to the fire and raised
an alarm. As neighbours
rushed to put out the flames,
the LPG cylinder inside the
house exploded, injuringsev-
eral. Many of them sustained
more than 60% burns.

The injured include Mu-
rugaiyan’s wife Selvi, 45, and
daughter Abi, 18, Veeraiyan’s
wife Kalaiyarasi, 38, and his
sons Kasivel, 45, and Vempai-
yan, 45. Other injured are S
Rajasekhar, 45, and A Pala-
niappan, 40. They were all
rushed to Thanjavur Medical
College Hospital.

The fire and rescue ser-
vices reached the scene
around 2.50am. By the time
the fire brigade arrived, the
house was reduced to ruins.
Thanjavur district collector
R Revathi and superintend-
ent of police E Sundaravath-
anam, along with senior offi-
cials, visited the injured at
the hospital, and spoke with
them. A case has been regis-
tered.
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Post-harvest processing
of turmeric causes lead
contamination: Study

Oppili.P@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Lead concentra-
tions in turmeric powder sold
in markets are due to conta-
mination during post-harvest
processing, handling, or deli-
berate adulteration, says a
new study by Toxics Link. It
gaveaclean chittothe cultiva-
tionstage.

3 RAW SAMPLFS ANALYSED

Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
collected raw turmericdirect-
1y from farms across six Indi-
an states, including TN, to
check that lead in turmeric is
well within the maximum
permissiblelimit. Thereport,
‘Lead in Turmeric’, analysed
13raw turmeric rhizome sam-
ples. All samples were tested
at an NABL-accredited labo-
ratory. Lead concentrations

ranged from below the limit
of quantification (LOQ-0.05
mg/kg) to 1.87 mg/kg, signifi-
cantly below the FSSAT limit
of 10mg/kg for turmeric.

The findings provide im-
portant evidence that natu-
rally cultivated turmeric ge-
nerally contains only back-
ground levels of lead. Thisre-
inforces growing scientific
evidence that the high levels
of lead detected in commerci-
ally available turmeric pow-
der are more likely introdu-
ced during processing and
marketing, particularly thro-
ugh adulteration with lead
chromate to enhance colour
and market value.

Satish Sinha, associate di-
rector, Toxies Link, said:
“Our findings indicate that
turmeric cultivated on farms
generally complies with exis-
ting food safety standards for
lead. The evidence points to-
wards contamination occur-
ring after harvest, making it
imperative to strengthen sur-
veillance and regulatory
oversight across processing,
packaging, and marketing
stages”

FROM NEAR-DROUGHT TO FLOOD

BOUNTIFUL: Several waterfalls in Courtallam remained dry till Tuesday night due to below-par monsoon
rainfall in Tenkasi district this year. However, sudden showers revived the cascades, drawing local
tourists and bringing business back to nearby shops. But the cheer was short-lived as water levels
surged on Thursday, forcing authorities to ban bathing at Five Falls and Main Falls

Antony Xavier

Ram.Sundaram
@timesofindia.com

Madurai: Come Sept, pas-
sengers can fly from Madu-
rai to Chennai at cheaper
fares, as Air India Express, a
subsidiary of AirIndia, isset
to launch direct low-cost
flights ing the two ci-

Sacked employee held for
robbing manager of 318.5L

Chennai: A 40-year-old man
who was sacked froma private
firm was arrested for robbing
his former manager of ¥18.5
lakh in Korattur. Police are se-
arching for his three accomp-
lices. The suspect, identified
as Satish of Thanjavur, wor-
ked at a private company. He
was recently dismissed from

the firm by manager Umar Fa-
rooq over his conduct, police
said. Angered by this, Satish
roped inthreeassociates, way-
laid himand robbed the mana-
gerof %18.51akh on July 25.

Based on Farooq's compla-
int, Korattur police examined
CCTV footage from the locali-
ty and arrested Satish. mw

ties. The airline will start
non-stop flights from Madu-
rai to Chennai, Mumbai and
Delhi from Sept 1. Bookings
have opened on some of
theseroutes.

“The Chennai service is
expected to bring competi-
tion to a route now dominat-
ed by IndiGo, said Mahendra
Varman,” anaviation enthu-
siast, Theairline operates 66-
seat ATR aircraft and fares
rise during festivals and pe-
riods of high demand. Tick-
ets have touched 320,000 to
¥25,000 per passenger on

Al Express to launch direct flights
between Madurai & Mumbai, Delhi

FARES TO GET CHEAPER

somedays. AirIndiaExpress
operates flights from Trichy
to Bengaluru and Hydera-
bad at fares ranging between
%2,000 and 2,500 during nor-
mal periods. “A similar fare
canbeexpected onthe Madu-
rai-Chennai route. More
seats and  competition
should also prevent fares
from rising sharply during
festive periods,” he said.

Air I.mila now operates

ness-class seats and is priced
higher than low-cost flights.
Air India will close bookings
for this service from Sept 1.
While Air India operates
an Airbus A320 with around
140to150 seats, including pre-
mium seats, Air India Ex-
press will deploy aircraft
with more than 180 economy
seats, Airports Authority of
India (AAT)officials said.
The airline plans to in-
crease its Madurai depar-
tures to five by Jan 2027. The
next phase will include a di-
rect flight to Bengaluru and
an international service to a
Gulf destination. At present,
the airport, despite carrying
an international tag, oper-
ates only one flight to Sri
Lanka. OLhu services to

gory flight
from Madurai to Mumbai
through Chennai. The one-
stop service includes busi-

remain
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become an increasingly common yet often overlooked
eye condition. Data suggests that between 18.4

per cent and 54.3 per cent of people in India may be
affected by dry eye disease, aligning closely with global
estimates ranging from five per cent to 50 per cent.

smartphones, tablets, and other digital devices, coupled
with rising levels of air pollution, changing environmen-
tal conditions, and modern lifestyle habits, the burden
of dry eye disease continues to grow. As a result, it has
emerged as a significant public health concern that
warrants greater awareness and attention.

The tear film plays a vital role in protecting and
nourishing the eye surface, and any imbalance can

excessive tear evaporation. Common symptoms of dry
eye disease include dryness, irritation, burning or sting-

ing sensations, redness, fluctuating or blurred vision,
excessive watering, eye fatigue, sensitivity to light, and

Although symptoms may initially seem mild or occa-
sional, they should not be dismissed as a normal con-
sequence of screen use or ageing.
dry eye disease may affect productivity, reading,
driving, screen-based work, and other daily activities. It

risk of damage to the ocular surface over time. ¥

Awareness is essential because many individuals
fail to recognise the condition or seek timely care. Early
diagnosis, regular eye examinations, and appropriate
treatment may provide lasting relief, improve visual
comfort, and help protect long-term eye health and
vision. By recognising symptoms early and seeking
professional advice, individuals can effectively manage
dry eye disease and maintain better ocular health.

a stable and healthy tear film. This may happen due

HEALTH AWARENESS INITIATIVE
DRY EYE DISEASE:
[ ]
This condition is becoming increasingly prevalent, fuelled largely
by prolonged screen exposure and modern urban lifestyles
isease (DED) has Feeling like there’s sand in
your eyes even when there
isn't? Your eyes may be
trying to tell you something.
It could be dry eye disease.
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DRK.KAVITHA  Use and frequent eye
ours on computers, LAKSHMI, rubbing, as these can worsen
CHIEF CATARACT  SYmMptoms. A persistent
AND REFRACTIVE /ity or burning sensation
SURGEON,DR, _ that doesn't go away is an
KK.SURGICAL  important warning sign.
AND PAEDIATRIC  Listen to your eyes and
CENTRE,EAST  Seek timely care for lasting
TAMBARAM comfort and healthy vision.
Dry eye disease is a common
condition that affects people
rbances. Dry eye of all ages and is not caused
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When left untreated,
| see dry eye disease as
a complex, multifactorial
i ~ condition affecting the
life and increase the % e
Itinvolves tear deficiency,
increased tear evaporation,
and underlying inflammation,
nnm"m often associated with
EXECUTIVE MF:DIcAL melb_umlan gland dysfunction,
DIRECTOR, PHACO, aUtoimmune diseases, or
REFRACTIVEAND  Prolonged screen use. Left
CORNEAL SURGEON, Untreated, it can compromise
RAJAN EYE CARE  corneal mtegﬂty delay healing,
HOSPITAL, CHENNAI and impair visual quality. Early
intervention can improve both
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No promotion, no pay rise: TN’s
super specialty seats go begging

WHAT THE NUMBERS SHOW

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Govt doctors in Ta-
mil Nadu are shunning super
specialty training because the
additional qualification
brings no assured promotion,
salary increase or posting in
whichever field they train in,
doctors’ associations said, lea-
ving the state with hundreds
of unfilled seats in disciplines
critical to public hospitals.
Supreme Court this week
directed Tamil Nadu to sur-
render 151 unfilled super speci-
alty seats to the Directorate
General of Health Services,
triggering a political tug-of-
war. While DMK accused the
govt of failing to defend the se-
ats, theruling TVK said the or-
der protects the state’s claim if
cut-offs are lowered. But doc-
tors’ bodies say the deeper qu-
estion remains ed:

> TN has 415 super specialty | CUT-OFF RANGE =
seats, 50% (215) were reserved | 25 10 339 | NEET-SS =
for in-service govt doctors qualifying scores ranged
> Selection committee from 225 to 389 out of 600

ived 170 applications, 101
eligible candidates appeared | COURT ORDER
in rank list > Court ordered TN to surrender
> 64JOINED | After two rounds | theseatstoDGHSbyJuly29
of counselling in March and > RIDER | If percentile is reduced
April, 64 candidates joined, 151 | after second round, affected
seats were unfilled seats must be returned to TN

care in govt hospitals,” said
Service Doctors and Post Gra-
duate Assoclanon general se-
cretary A Ramalingam.
Doctors who complete a
DM or MCh course say the sta-
te does not consistently re-
ward that training through
promotions, adequate pay u

why would a govt doctor spend
years in advanced training if
the job that follows does not
change?

Records show that119 seats
in2024 and 145 seats in 2025 we-
resurrendered to All India Qu-
ota during the previous regi-
me. “We are an army of more
than 20,000 doctors. If seatsare
vacant, it is because the govt
has failed to expand specialist

ses 0]

dy further” said association
state president A Srinivasan.
Beyond pay and postings,
mid-career doctors are also bo-
und by service rules manda-
ting them to remain in govt
employment until retirement.
Specialists in some branches
say the workload is high, the
risks are greater, and the in-

specialty. centives are too modest.
Tamil Nadu Govt Doctors TN Medical Officers Asso-
Association, welcoming SC ciation said the loss of seats

Jjudgment, said the govt must
increase at least 350 super spe-
cialty seats if it wants to place
doctors where they are nee-
ded. “We must have a wide
range of specialists in all me-
dical colleges. Without oppor-
tunities, it will be difficult to
encourage govt doctors to stu-

‘would eventually weaken pub-
lic hospitals. “These posts and
facilities are created by the sta-
te with taxpayers’ money. The
quota exists because service
doctors will serve in govt ho-
spitals until superannuation,”
said general secretary
Akilan.

Chest surgery restores breathing in crash survivor

Chennai: A 42-year-old man who suffered multiple rib fractures, a fractured breastbone and a
severe chest injury in a road accident recovered after doctors at SRM Global Hospitals perfor-
med alife-saving chest wall reconstruction. The advanced surgery restored the stability of his
chest, allowing him to breathe normally again. The accident left the man with aflail chest, alife-
threatening condition in which a section of the rib cage moves abnormally during breathing,
maki.ng itdifficult for the lungs to expand. Dr Vijayan, wholed the Trauma and Acute Care Sur-

Gulf an
suspended A total of 36-37
mesti

dom operated

from the airport every day.

tal asthe unstable chest wall severely affects breathing. tww

‘withDr Abdul Hakeem and Dr Vishnu, said such injuries can rapidly becomefa-

Nepali man, 34,
found dead
with injuries

: A 34-year-old Nepal
national was found dead with
severe head injuries in Tha-
lambur, near Thiruporur, on
Thursday morning. The man,
identified as Bahadur, was
employed at a private firm ne-
ar Thiruporur and stayed in a
rented house in Thalambur
Police said Bahadur had argu-
ed witha woman living nearby
on July 28. Later, the woman's
relatives confronted him over
an allegation that Bahadur
had misbehaved with the wo-
man.

Bahadur, who suffered mi-
nor injuries, received treat-
ment at a private hospital. He
did not report for work the fol-
lowing day. On Thursday mor-
ning, Bahadur was found dead
in a bushy area near his house
with serious injuries to his he-
ad. Thalambur police recove-
red thebodyandsent itto Chro-
mepet Govt Hospital for post-
mortem. A case has been regis-
tered and a probe ison. ™~

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: A Chennai ses-
sions court on Thursday sen-
tenced businessman Shaji
Purushothaman to five years
of rigorous imprisonment

Bizman gets five-year
jail over death of boy
in drunk driving case

juries later that night. Fol-
lowing the incident, the An-
na Square traffic investiga-
tion police registered a case.
Though the VII addition-
al sessions judge P Srikumar
[ound him guilty of culpable

for of al3-year-
old boy after he drove a car
under the influence of alco-
holand ran over people sleep-
ing on a pavement near Eg-
more in2013.

Shaji  Purushothaman,
director of EMPEE group of
companies, on May 22, 2013,
drove his car drunk. He lost
control of the vehicle near
the Govt Maternity Hospital,
Egmore and ran over people
sleeping on the pavement.
Muniraj, 13, was critically in-
jured while Vasu, Khaja Mo-
hideen, Subarchitaand Mani
sustained grievous injuries.
Muniraj succumbed tohis in-

ide not amounting to
‘murder on June 30, the puni-
shment was not awarded
since Purushothaman failed
to appear before the court cit-
ing ill health. A non-bailable
warrant was issued against

n.

On Thursday, as per the
directions of the Supreme
Court, Purushothaman sur-
rendered before the IV addi-
tional sessions judge R K P
‘Tamilarasi, who pronounced
the sentence. During the in-
vestigation, police arrested
Shaji on July 30 after he was
declared a proclaimed of-
fender.

Swedha.Radhakrishnan
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Residents of five
Velachery neighbourhoods
have urged National Centre
for Sustainable Coastal Ma-
nagement (NCSCM) to exclu-
de their areas from the Palli-
karanai Marsh influence zo-
ne, which was designated a
Ramsar site. They said home-
owners are unable to obtain
building plan approvals to re-
build old houses, sell their
properties or secure bank lo-
ans, despite living in CMDA-
approved layouts with valid
pattas and property tax re-
cords for more than 40 years.

The demand comes amid
ongoing efforts to protect the
ecologically sensitive Pallika-
ranaiMarsh.

NCSCM is tasked with sci-
entifically validating the bo-
undaries and determining
theecological zone of influen-
ce for Chennai’s Pallikaranai

FILE PHOTO

Velachery residents seek
relief from marsh zone tag

land records. We are not en-
croachers. Yet we are unable
to rebuild our homes or even
sell our properties,” said M
Balakrishnan, secretary of
Tansi Nagar Residents Welfa-
re Association.

Residents also say banks
have stopped sanctioning ho-
usmg loans fol pl operues in

al-

unable to obtain plan approvals
rebuild old houses, sell their
properties or secure bank loans

Marsh Ramsar site.
Residents of Tansi Nagar,
VGP Selva Nagar, Balamuru-
gan Nagar, Annai Indira Na-
gar and Vijayanagar said the
inclusion of their localities
within the marsh’s buffer has
left hundreds of families in
uncertainty. “These are app-
roved residential layouts for
four to five decades, with pro-
perty owners regularly pay-
ing taxes and holding valid

sofear their ]mmes could face
demolition in the future.

“Our neighbourhoods do
not contain marshland and
have not affected the ecologi-
cal character of the wetland.
We urge NCSCM to conduct a
field inspection, verify the
ground situation and exclude
the five residential layouts
from the influence zone so
that building approvals and
other civic services can resu-
me without affecting genuine
homeowners,” said V Sadavi-
sam, a resident of Vijayana-
gar.

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Residents of Vela-
chery’s Tansi Nagar have cal-
led for desilting the 3.5-km
long macro canal along the
Velachery-Taramani link ro-
ad to prevent flooding during
thismonsoon.

The canal, built nearly a
decade ago, extends from Vi-
Jjayanagar bus stand to SRP
Tools on the OMR and drains
into the Buckingham Canal,
carrying water overflowing
from the Velachery lake. Ex-
cess rainwater from low-ly-
ing areas around Velachery,
Taramani, Adambakkam,
and Dhandeeswaram also en-
ters the canal before draining
into the B-Canal. “It has been
several years since the canal
hasbeen desilted. As aresult,
water overflows into areas
such as Tansi Nagar and Sit-

‘Desilt 3.5km canal
along Velachery rd
before monsoon’

hapathi Nagar, affecting seve-
ral families during monsoon.
Further, roads and obstruc-
tionshavealsobeen construc-
ted at inlet points, and several
encroachments have cropped
up. The works have to be
completed before monsoon,”
said M Balakrishnan, gene-
ralsecretary, Tansi Nagar Re-
sidents’ Welfare Association.

The residents have also
submitted the demand to Ve-
lachery MLA and minister R
Kumar at a meeting held last
week. Kumar and WRD chief
engineer Janaki were unava-
ilable for comment.

“The minister has asked
both departments to coordi-
nate for desilting. We will re-
move obstructionsat inlet po-
ints. But the desilting work
will be taken up by WRD,” a
road inspector from highwa-
ysdepartment said.




