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‘Banned plast|cs sold at 85% Have access but not switched to PNG?

of surveyed sites in Mumbar’

Malathy lyer &
Richa Pinto |Tnn

Mumbai: Mumbai continues
to drown in single-use plastic
more than three years after a
national ban, with prohibited
plastic items still being used
orsold at85% of the surveyed
locations in the city.

A field study by NGO Toxi-
cs Link, conducted between
April-Aug2025across 5601oca-
tions in Mumbai, Delhi, Guw-
ahati and Bhubaneswar, fo-
und 84% of all surveyed sites
onan average used banned pl-
astic products. Mumbai (85%)
ranked just behind Bhubane-
swar (89% )and Delhi (86%).

The NGO found single-use
plastic bags at juice shops,
wholesale markets and street
vendors in Mumbai. Around
half the businesses surveyed
at railway platforms, malls,
tourist spots and metro stati-
ons were handing out plastic
bags. Atreligioussites, the pr-
oblem was more severe, with
90% of the surveyed locations
distributing the banned bags.

“The continued presence
of banned plastic items in a
majority of locations sugges-
ts that enforcement remains
inconsistent,” said Toxics Li-
nk director Ravi Agarwal.
“Unless implementation imp-
roves and the supply of these
products is controlled, the
ban will not effectively add-
ress plastic littering and pol-
lution,” he said.

City-based environmenta-
list Rishi Aggarwal said, “Pla-
stics have become as common
as oxygen. In the quick-turna-
round economy, convenience
overruleseverythingelse.”

Aggarwal said people se-
em to be choosing convenien-
ceover health and concernfor
the planet. “Tea and coconut
water are given out by vendo-
s in single-use plastic bags.
The heat could let plastics lea-
ch into the tea, but no one see-
ms tobe worried. Microplasti-
cs may not seem a problem

THE FOREVER CHEMICALS: TOTALLY TOXIC

> Plastic is lightweight,
durable, resistant to water
and heat, and cost-effective

> It's used in almost every
sector of the economy,
including automobiles,
agriculture, aviation,
healthcare, industry,
pharmaceuticals, and food

> Single-use plastics

(SUPs) are plastic products
manufactured using fossil
fuels and designed for a single
use before being discarded

A NEW SURVEY BY TOXICS

W

> They are commonly used
for packaging as food
containers, water bottles,
soft drink bottles, detergent
bottles, plastic bags, pipes,
flooring, windows,
medicine bottles, cereal
liners, disposable cutlery,
foam cups, among others

> The major concern

is that SUPs are non-
biodegradable; they
degrade to microplastics
and contaminate water, soil,

and air, entering the food
chain and human body

> Phthalates (used as
plasticisers in plastics and
found in many fragrances) are
known endocrine-disrupting
chemicals that mimic
hormones and cause

health problems

> Bisphenol A (BPA) can
disrupt reproductive
function
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whenoneis25yearsof agebut
it will have an accumulated
impact decades later,” he said.
The penalty for using sing-
le-use plastic bags is Rs 5,000,
butitdoesn’'t seem to deter us-
ers. BMC officials said the civ-
icbody registersatleast1case
ineach of its 24 wards daily.
Deputy municipal commi-

ssioner (special) Vinayak Vis-
pute, who oversees BMC acti-
onon the ban on single-use pl-
astic bags, said, “Our staff ro-
utinely carries out action. We
also conduct awareness cam-
paigns to highlight single-use
plastics are not good for the
environment.” Some BMC off-
icials said taking action aga-

inst those in the informal sec-
tor, such as hawkers, becomes
difficultasadequate police pr-
otection is needed. However,
Dayashankar Singh, preside-
nt, Azad Hawkers Union, said
they are forced to offer single-
use bags by customers. “If pr-
oduction is stopped,” he said,
“their use would fall sharply.”

After fatal crash, minor posted

online about ‘small accident’

Builder on bike knocked over by
one vehicle, run over by another

Kalyan: A 35-year-old builder was killed and his brother in-
jured after a vehicle knocked them off their two-wheeler and
another vehicle ran over them in Kalyan early on Wednesday.
Mahatma Phule police said Ahmed Shakil Khan and Sikan-
dar Khan (26), who assisted their father in his construction
business, were returning home from Kalyan station. As they
neared Valdhuni flyover around 2am, an unidentified vehicle
hit their bike, causing them to lose their balance. Moments
later, another vehicle crashed into them. Ahmed died on the
spot. Sikandar fractured a hand. Passersby alerted police. Si-
kandar was undergoing treatment at a private hospital. Se-
nior police inspector Baliramsingh Pardeshi of Mahatma
Phulepolicestationsaid an FIR hasbeenlodged and teamsare
using CCTV footage to trace the accused. —Pradeep Gupta

‘Kamathipura
redevpt work
orders this wk’

Mumbai: The state govt will
issue work orders for the Ka-
mathipura redevelopment
project this week and work
will begin at the site in two
months, said junior home
minister Pankaj Bhoyar in
the assembly on Wednesday.
He said it will be de-
clared a “vital project’ by
govt. Bhoyar was replying
toacallingattention motion
moved by Congress MLA
Amin Patel, who said de-
spiteseveral assurances giv-
en by govt, the project has
been delayed due tored tape.
The minister said the
cluster redevelopment of
cessed and non-cessed
buildings in the area will
provide relief to 8,000 fam-
ilies. He said the work has
experienced a slight delay
sincethe contractorand the
developer’s  appointment
owing to “certain adminis-
trative reasons”. —Chaita-
nyaMarpakwar

* siddhivinayak
theft: 2 more held

Mumbai: Dadar police on
Wednesday nabbed two
more staffers of Siddhivi-
nayak temple, Akash Malik
and MahendraBhavij, foral-
legedly stealing from its do-
nation box, taking the total
number of arrests to eight.
Each allegedly stole at least
Rs 10,000. Malik and Bhavij
were remanded in two days
of police custody. ™

EV charging
stn launched
on Mum h'way

Mumbai: Tata Power laun-
ched its first 180 kW ultra-
fast EV charging station on
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-
way to strengthen intercity
electric mobility and make
long-distance travel faster
and more convenient for
electric vehicle users.

The charging station
went live at Vithal Kamat
Restaurant in Durves on
NH-48. Tata Power said it a
key addition to India’s gro-
wing EV infrastructure on
one of the country’s busiest
highway corridors and ai-
med to reduce charging ti-
me while improving ease
and reliability. Tnn

Pradeep Gupta

Kalyan: The minor appre-
hended for the Kalyan hit-
and-run death of business-
man Srinivas Tandle had pos-
ted onsocial media soon after
the crash that he had had a
“small accident” and feared
being scolded by his father.
The post was later deleted.

Tandle’s brother, Ga-
nesh, said he had picked up
cycling that very day in the
hopes of getting fitter.

Locals said many moto-
rists speed and perform
stunts on the incomplete
stretch of Kalyan's Ring Ro-
ad, which has led to acci-
dents, including one less
thanamonthago.

Police said Tandle, the
owner of multiple garments
stores in Kalyan, had borro-
wed a bicycle from a friend
two days before the accident.
CCTV footage showed that
while he was cycling on the
road around 8pm, a car being
drivenathigh speed swerved,
crashed into him and sped
away. Locals alerted Khadak-
pada police, who rushed
Tandletoanearby private ho-
spital, where doctors decla-
red him dead on arrival. Poli-
ce tracked down the car and
found it in the parking lot of
the building in which the 17-
year-old’s family lives. The
vehicle had minor damage.

Ganesh said the CCTV fo-
otage showed that the car
was being driven recklessly.

Victim Srinivas Tandle

While demanding strict ac-
tion, a family friend, Vimal
Thakkar, urged Kalyan-
Dombivli Municipal Corpo-
ration to expedite the pen-
ding Ring Road work and en-
hance safety measures to
prevent moreaccidents. Out-
raged locals, especially wal-

kersand cyclists who use the
stretch daily, echoed him,
and sought installation of
additional speed breakers,
CCTV cameras and police
barricades to improve safety.

On Feb 21, a 50-year-old
man sustained serious inju-
ries after a car hit him on the
same stretch. Police took ac-
tion against three persons
and got their driving licen-
ces cancelled.

The Ring Road project is
being developed in multiple
phases by MMRDA. Work on
the stretch between Barave
and near Vadavali bridge has
been stalled for the past two
years owing to land acquisi-
tion issues. As a result, a sig-
nificant portion of the road
remains partially closed and
is frequently used by resi-
dentsfor walkingand cycling.

Atul.Mathur@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a bid to wean
consumers away from LPG,
govt has decided to stop after
three months the supply of
cylinders to households that
have access to piped natural
gas(PNG)buthaveshied away
from takinga connection.

LPG supply will not be
stopped if the authorised en-
tity issues a no-objection cer-
tificate stating that providing
a PNG connection is techni-
cally not feasible.

Govt's move comes amid
LPG shortage due to imports
being impacted by the West
Asia war. India imports about
60% of its LPG requirement,
with nearly 90% of it coming
from West Asian countries
through Strait of Hormuz. Al-
though about half of the re-
quirement of liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG)—which is con-
verted into PNG and com-
pressed natural gas (CNG)
and also used by fertiliser and
petrochemical units, indus-

KK Choudhary

Street food vendors queue up for commercial LPG cylinders in Vashi

tries and power plants—is al-
so imported, officials said its
supplies remain comfortable
due to diversified sourcing
and can be ramped up.

The move will help free up
LPG suppliesfrom areas with
pipeline connectivity and di-
vert them to regions facing
shortages.

A senior gas company offi-

cial said even rented houses
where owners have not taken
PNG connections and tenants
currently use LPG will have to
switch. “Gas is also a utility
akin to electricity and water.
The owner does not have a
choice but to take a PNG con-
nection,” the official said.
Petroleum ministry offi-
cialssaid city gas distribution

" Govt to cut LPG supply after 3 months

companies will soon send a
communication through reg-
istered or speed post to LPG
consumers who can switch to
PNG. Several unauthorised
colonies, villages and slums
withnarrow lanes donot have
such networks.

According to the minis-
try’sestimates, nearly 601lakh
domestic and commercial
LPG consumers can shift to
PNGaspipelinenetworksare
available in their neighbour-
hoods. As of Dec 2025, there
were over 1.6 crore domestic,
48,157 commercial and 21,373
industrial PNG connections
in the country. Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory
Board has authorised gas dis-
tribution companies to lay
networks in 307 geographical
areas and has set a target of
providing12.6 crore PNG con-
nections by 2032.

Sujata Sharma, joint sec-
retary in the petroleum min-
istry, said 2.21akh consumers
have switched from LPG to
PNG in thelast few days.

BJP opposes
plan for town
hall at Azad
Maidan again

Richa.Pinto@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The BJP in the BMC
opposed the civic administra-
tion’s proposal to construct a
town hall at the gymkhana
grounds near Azad Maidan
during the civic standing com-
mittee meeting held on
Wednesday, and demanded
that the site be used to build a
new, larger civic hall to ad-
dress space constraints faced
by 232 corporators. This is for
the fourth time that the party
has opposed the plan.

The proposal, prepared by
the civic body, was repeatedly
placed before the standing
committee for approval, but
each time was kept on hold. At
‘Wednesday's meeting, the pro-
posal was sent back to the ad-
ministration.

Theplanenvisionedagovt-
backed town hall, described as
a formal civic auditorium de-
signed to host public dialogue.
The project was also con-
ceived as a tourist attraction,
featuring a glass dome and a
viewing gallery offering pano-
ramic views of the surround-
ing heritage precinct. A roof-
top cafeteria was part of the
proposal.

To remain in harmony
with the heritage character of
the area, the structure’s
height was planned to be pro-
portionate, ensuring it does
not obstruct the visibility or
aesthetics of nearby historic
landmarks. Therefore, a
ground-plus-four-storey
building that would house the
Town Hall, along with restau-
rants, and would be accessible
tothe general public.

During discussions, BJP
leader in the BMC Ganesh
Khankar objected to the plan,
arguing that the prime loca-
tion opposite the BMC head-
quarters should be reserved
for a full-fledged municipal
hall. Khankar said the current
civic house was inadequate,
forcing corporators to func-
tion in cramped conditions,
with limited seating for even
civic officials and journalists
attending.

Standing committee chair-
man Prabhakar Shinde of the
BJPalsosaid thattheadminis-
tration was bound to make a
plan that benefits everyone.

With the proposal referred
back, officials said they would
need toappointa consultant to
suggesthow the changes could
beaccommodated.

Mum-Surat ‘local’

trains with toilets
being explored

ManthanK.Mehta
@timesofindia.com

Surat: Suburban train-type
services between Mumbai
and Surat are being explored
asalong-term plan, with Wes-
tern Railway (WR) set to add
two additional platforms at
Surat station as part of its
ongoing redevelopment pro-
jecttoenable such operations
in the future, sources said.

At present, a Virar-Surat
mainline electric multiple
unit (MEMU) service and
long-distance trains link the
regions, indicating latent de-
mand for commuter-oriented
travel on the corridor.

Officials said instead of
conventional suburban
EMU locals, future services
are likely to rely on upgra-
ded MEMU trains, whichare
better suited for longer in-
tercity distances and come
equipped with passenger
amenities such astoilets.

The railways is also ex-
ploring the possibility of in-
troducing Namo Bharat tra-
ins—featuring a mix of AC
and non-AC coaches—on the
route. WR has already rolled

out Namo Bharat services on
the Ahmedabad-Bhuj sector
and a similar model could be
evaluated for Mumbai-Surat.

Sourcessaid Vande Metro
could be another option. Bu-
ilt on the same platform as
Vande Bharat Express, itisa
self-propelled train designed
for short-distance intercity
travel. Unlike Vande Bharat,
which is capable of hitting
160kmph, its limit is
130kmph, making it more sui-
table for regional operations.

Vande Metro is also in-
tended to replace existing
MEMUs on Indian railways,
offering a Metro-like travel
experience with both sea-
ting and standing options. A
12-coach rake can accommo-
date around 1,150 seated pas-
sengersand about2,058 stan-
ding commuters.

The proposed suburban
train-type services are ex-
pected to be taken up after
completion of additional
platforms at Surat station,
whichare partof the Rs1,477-
croreredevelopment project.
Nearly 45% of the phase 1
work has been completedand
the target deadline is 2027.

Car drags
cigarette seller
for 100mts over
870, 4 booked

Mumbai: The driver of a car
allegedly dragged a cigarette
vendor for nearly 100 metres in
the city with a woman occu-
pant holding him by his collar
after he demanded Rs 870 for
the cigarettes they purchased
from him, police said on Wed-
nesday The incident took place
in the early hours of Tuesday
in Oshiwara, an official said.

“The victim was walking
along New Link Road selling
cigarettes when four unidenti-
fied persons arrived in a white
car and purchased cigarettes
worth Rs 870 from him. But
when the vendor demanded
money from them, they alle-
gedly refused to pay and began
arguing with him,” he said.
While the complainant was
standing near the car, a wo-
man sitting inside allegedly
grabbed him by his collar. Just
then, a shirtless mansitting in
the vehicle reached out of the
window and assaulted him,
the police official added.

Thedriver thenstarted the
vehicle and dragged the ven-
dor for nearly 100 metres befo-
re fleeing the spot, he said. Ba-
sed on a complaint, the police
registered an FIR against the
four persons. A video of the in-
cidentalso went viral on social
media. p1i

After complaints, BMC to
barricade melody road

Richa.Pinto@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: More than a month after the city’s
first melody road was inaugurated, the BMC
has decided to barricade it for now. This
comes after residents from Breach Candy
wrote to the municipal commissioner, rais-
ing strong objections to the music being
played along the northbound stretch of the
city’s coastal road, which cuts through resi-

dential neighbourhoods.

A BMC official said, “Earlier this month,
we asked the contractor to measure the deci-
bel levels at the nearest building and found
that it was within permissible limits. But
then, asmany residents aren't in favour of it,
we decided to barricade the road, and maybe
we will keep it open only on special days or

during weekends.”

Nandini Chabria, on behalf of Breach
Candy ALM and Breach Candy Residents Fo-
rum, said, “We are grateful to the municipal
commissioner and the coastal road team for
acknowledging and addressing the concerns
of Breach Candy residents, who were sub-
jected to the continuous ‘Jai Ho’ noise 24/7
for over a month.” Kavita Chawla, a Breach
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The musical initiative was launched on Feb 12

Candy resident whose home faces the coastal
road,said that this promptaction by the BMC
has come as abigrelief to them.

LPG crunch: Bhissi eateries for

Imtiyaz Shaikh

Mohammed.Wajihuddin
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The last meal Moh-
ammed Naim cooked at his
Byculla-based Bhissi was the
dinner before the ‘Chand Ra-
at’ or the evening the new cre-
scent moon on the last day of
Ramzan, ahead of Eid, was
sighted last week. “When the
LPG cylinders’ shortage hit, T
thought the crisis would end
in afew days. But it continued
and I had to stop the service
and most of my clients have
left for home,” said Naim.
Derived from the word be-
esor 20 in Hindi, these Bhissis
or Bissis originally catered to
groups of 20. They cook meals
for workers inunorganised se-
ctors of bag manufacturing

A bag unit at Agripada which employed 18 migrant workers is left with
just 2, as Bhissis or Bissis which offer low-cost meals have shut

and zari units in crammed ro-
oms in Madanpura, Dharavi
and Govandi. These are low-

income groups who pay Rs 500
fortwo mealsaday for sixdays
(Monday to Saturday) a week.

migrant bag, zari workers shut

As the Bhissis shut, thous-
ands of migrant workers left
for home in Bihar, Jharkhand,
UP and West Bengal. Those
who are staying back may lea-
ve soon if the supply of coo-
king gas isnotrestored.

“They cannot afford to eat
at restaurants. They prefer to
gohomerather than stay back
and starve,” said Abrar Ahm-
ed Shaikh, a bag manufactur-
eratMadanpura. Shaikh emp-
loyed 20 workers before the
war began on Feb 28, but is
now left with just three. “Even
these three workers plan to le-
ave.Icannotforce them to stay
back as arranging for food is
almost impossible since there
isa27-day waiting period even
for domestic LPG gas cylinde-
rs,” said Shai

Mohammed Anis would
prepare meals for around 400
workersathis Bhissi in Centr-
alMumbai.

“Thad to shut it a few days
ahead of Eid. Like many wor-
kers who went home for Eid
and did not return, [ am at my
village in Bahraich (UP). I do
not think I will return and re-
sume my business unless the
gas cylinders are available,”
said Anis on phone.

Mohammed Ahsan Hass-
an, former secretary of Bihar
Foundation who knowsscores
of migrant workers from Bih-
arinDharavi, saida “pandem-
ic-like” scenario is emerging.
“During the pandemic, mig-
rant workers left as Bhissis
and hotels shut. The same si-
tuation will hit us if cooking

gas remains unavailable,” he
said.

Hassan added many roads-
ide vendors would sell ready-
to-eat idli sambhar in the BKC
area. “Now, I do not see any of
them. So where will many em-
ployees buy their breakfast or
snacks from? They will event-
ually leave the city,” said Has-
san.

Bhissiowners cited a prac-
tical problem in cooking even
if coalorcharcoalismadeava-
ilable. “Bhissis run from cra-
mped places in slums or chaw-
1s. If we cook food at charcoal-
fired ovens, the smoke and he-
at at the tiny places will be un-
bearable. And we operate
from rented places. Owners
willnotallow to cook meals on
coal,” said a Bhissi owner

Task force set up
- tostudy impact
of social media

Mumbai: State has constitu-
ted an expert task force to stu-
dy the impact of social media
use among minors and re-
commend regulatory measu-
res and policy interventions.
The panel will be chaired
by additional chief secreta-
ry/principal secretary of the
school education and sports
department, with women and
child development depart-
ment serving as co-chair
Members include senior offi-
cialsfrom publichealth, IT, ju-
diciary, home departments,
representatives from acade-
miaand schools, like the prin-
cipal of Bombay Scottish
School. —Mahiyar Patel




